Principles of adjunctive radiation therapy.
Radiation therapy is becoming increasingly available to the practicing veterinarian. It is important that veterinarians be familiar with mechanisms and biologic effects of radiation used as a therapeutic modality in the treatment of cancer. It is also important that the veterinarian understand oncologic decision making and indications for various modalities including radiation therapy, surgery, and chemotherapy. Surgery and radiation therapy can be particularly complementary in combined therapy to achieve a functional and cosmetic result. This review introduces basic radiation therapy concepts, particularly regarding combination of radiation and surgery in the treatment of cancer in animals.